CHAPTER VI
ROYAL CHILDREN'S MONEY-BOXES
IN the sixties and the seventies, and in 1889, a
dead set was made against the Monarchy by the
extreme Radicals. The most active, and certainly
the most talented, of the grumblers during the
first portions of the period indicated were Mr.
Joseph Chamberlain,1 Sir Charles Dilke, and Mr.
Bradlaughu The names of others it is needless
to mention. There were two main pretexts for
the hubbub: Queen Victoria's seclusion and the
cost of maintaining the Monarchy. When oppor-
tunity arose brickbats were thrown in the direc-
tion of the Prince of Wales, who took them
without flinching. In 1889-91 the most hostile
critics of the Prince of Wales's Children Bill were
Mr. Labouchere and Mr. Stead. The question at
issue was the " Royal Grants," in which the
future King Edward was greatly interested*
In 1889 Mr.  Stead2 was telling us,  in the
1 By 1889 Mr. Chamberlain had become " plus Royaliste que le
Roi," and was accusing his former supporters of being te the Nihilists
of English politics/' Nihilists! It amused the Prince, who
remembered that only six years before " Joe " had been tne Tories'
bogy-man.
* In consideration of his services to the Monarchy* Mir. Stead in
1891 was graciously permitted to pose as the apologist of the
Prince of Wales*
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